POST-WAR 


The long-expected White Paper, in which 
e Government’s plans for educational re- 
mstruction are set out, was published on 
ily 16th. The plans of the Board of Educa- 
on cover the whole field of national educa- 
ion, while scrupulously avoiding the setting 
up of a State monoply in this realm. 

Our readers will be glad to have before 
them the substance of the important section 
the White Paper which deals with the 
oe of religion in the general educational 
stem. 


fined to representatives of the Churches, 
t religious education should be given a 
‘e defined place in the life and work of 
Schools, springing from the desire to 


Ol r ‘society and in our national tradition. 
The church, the family, the local community 
ape teacher—all have their part to play 


1 ie in all ieee a secondary 
ls to begin with a corporate act of wor- 
except where this is impracticable ow- 
the nature of the school premises, and 
religious instruction to be given. At pres- 
is the practice in the great majority 
ols and this practice will receive statu- 
nction and be universal. 

does not, of course, mean that all 
will be required to participate in 
corporate act of worship or in religious 
‘ion. In. this respect the old estab- 


There has been ; a very general wish, not 
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lished rights of conscience will remain in- 
violate and it will be open to the parent to 
withdraw his child from all or any form of 
religious worship or instruction. 

“In county schools the religious instruc- 
tion will, subject to a strictly limited excep- 
tion to which reference is made at the end of 
this paragraph, be in accordance with an 
agreed syllabus, examples of which-are al- 
ready in use in many areas. Provision will 
be made for such a syllabus to be drafted by 
those who can speak for the Church of Eng- 
land, the Free Churches, the teachers and 
the Authority. In framing these syllabuses 
the special needs of the older children in 
secondary schools will not be forgotten. But 
there will be children in county schools whose 
parents will wish that they should receive 
religious instruction in the tenets of their 
particular faith. Where these children can- 
not with reasonable convenience be sent to 
a school where such instruction is given there 
will be a statutory right for the children to 
be withdrawn from school in order that they 
may receive such instruction elsewhere. It 
will sometimes be the case that county sec- 
ondary, schools are so situated as to make 
the giving of denominational instruction else- 
where than in the school virtually impossible. 
In these cases the Authority will be required 
to provide facilities for such instruction to 
be given on the school premises to those chil- 
dren whose parents desire it. 

“Similarly the rights of a parent of a child — 
in an auxiliary schgol who desires him to 
receive syllabus instruction will be secured. 
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“The value of this teaching depends on th 
availability of suitable teachers. To ensure 


a Steady flow of persons willing and com-— 4 


petent to give this instruction it has been 
_ decided to include the subject among the sub- 
jects in which a student can obtain a pass in 
the teachers’ certificate examination. But 
there can be no question of unwilling teach- 


ings of all Norwegians are expressed in the 


ers being ccmpelled to give religious instruc- | 


tion, and, save in so far as teachers may 
seek employment in aided schools or as re- 
served teachers, the religious opinions of a 
candidate for a teaching post will not dis- 
qualify him for appointment, and no teacher 
will be required to give, or be penalised for 
not giving, religious instruction. 

“Hitherto the most economic use of teach- 
ing power has been prevented by the statu- 
tory limitations on the times at which re- 
ligious instruction may be given. These re- 
strictions will no longer be imposed. Sim- 
ilarly, the statutory prohibition forbidding 
His Majesty’s Inspectars to inspect this sub- 
ject is to be removed, but their inspection 
will be limited to the agreed syllabus in- 
struction.” 

The plans for dealing with the problem 
of voluntary (i.e., mainly, denominational 
schools.—ED.) are set out in the White Paper 
(summarised in The Times, July 17th, 1943). 


1 ane sted shortly a 
thrown into ¢ 


a A 
aroused tremé ae ‘indignation, and the: fee 


following letter which has just_ been- rue 
from Norway: Z 
-“Aallesby and Fone are Rae, % 
“These words were whispered from man — 
to man, and in the course of a little while © 
everyone knew what had happened. ; 
“A wave of admiration and gratitude for 
the stand of the Church swept over the © 
country. Once more the Church had spoken. 
People drew a sigh of relief. j 
“Of what crime were these men guilty? 
Their crime was that they had the courage 
to speak the truth. Their crime was that 
they had replied to the ‘national labour ser- 
vice’ by describing it as German military con- 
scription. Their crime was that they had 
asked the rulers to stop this notoriously il- 
legal measure, because it involved the Nor- 
wegian people in the most serious conflicts — 
of conscience. They did not approach the 


rulers as individuals, but in the capacity of — 


As these problems grow out of our peculiarly 


British situation, and the proposed solutions 
would not be of special interest to our many 
foreign readers, we are not printing them 
in Spiritual Isswes. Their main principles, 
however, can be summarised. They seek to 
bring the “voluntary” schools up to the 
standard of the State schools in matters of 
building and equipment, to assist them 


financially in this respect, to increase thé™ 


measure of public control without destroying 


the traditional character of the schools and~ 


to provide alternative religious instruction 
for those children whose parents may not 
wish them to receive the denominational 
teaching of the schools. 


THE ARREST OF THE NORWEGIAN 
CHURCH LEADERS: 


Letter from Norwegian Christian 


In May this year the fighting Church of 
Norway issued a protest against the com- 
pulsory conscription of Norwegians to work 
on German defence projects, which declared 
that this action was contrary to the Hague 


Convention. The protest was issued on be- 


half of the 


‘Gllegal” Provisional Church 


Council by Professor Ole Hallesby and Pastor 


Ludvig Hope, who have led the Church 


ei struggle since their Primate, Bishop Eivind 


ST oN 


members of the Provisional Church Council. 
Since the bishops were deposed and deprived 
of authority, all Norwegian Christians have 
looked to Hallesby and Hope as the leaders 
of the present-day struggle of the Church. ° 

“It is these men who have been arrested. 
They have been incarcerated in the German 
concentration camp at Grini, outside Oslo. 
By this deed the rulers have ‘added force to 
injustice. 

“Who, then, are these men who so stoutly 
have asserted the sacred principles of truth 
and justice at this so serious moment for 
Norway? 

“They are both leading Christian person- 
alities. They both enjoy an exceptionally 
high reputation among Norwegian Chris- 
tians. Hallesby is 64 this year. As a pro- 
fessor of the Congregational Faculty and as” 
the chairman for many years of the Home 
Mission Society—our largest national Chris- | 
tian organisation—he has been a tower of || 
strength to Norwegian Christian life during 
the last three decades. Hope is more than 70 
years of age. He, too, is a leader of the lay- 
men, a preacher and ‘writer—with great in- 
fluence from one end of the country to the 
other. His life work is inseparably bound to- 
gether with the China Mission Association, 
one of the largest and strongest of the volun- 
tary Christian organisations in— Norway. 
Hallesby and Hope are also men who love 
their Peoule and country with passionate de- 
votion. . . . And finally, Hallesby and Hope 


‘in ae Thos knew 


ersonally. But they could not remain silent. 
They were compelled to obey God more than 
man. ‘The first. and principal duty of the 
State,’ writes Hallesby in his statement on 
_ Christian ethics, ‘is to maintain justice in 
4 society, to further the positive life-factor 
which is called law and justice. The con- 

stitution can be monarchical or republican, 
E but never despotie. The Christian view 


= 
4 
me 


q is that the State is obliged to admit the in- 
E dividual’s right to~ speak and act in ac- 
- cordance with his conscience. . 
4 _ “Here is the broad policy. which the Nor- 
~ wegian Church has followed in its fight for 
4 truth and justice. It could have remained 
2 silent. It could have: accepted the new cir- 
cumstances. But it would then shave be- 
_ trayed its calling. . 
“It. might appear as if the Norwegian 
‘Church has had the worst of the struggle. 
; The bishops have been deposed. Bishop Berg- 
3 grav has been detained in his cottage outside 
- Oslo for fourteen months, closely guarded 
_ by the police. Many clergymen have been 
_ dismissed and banished or imprisoned. New 
¥ Nazi ‘bishops’ — appointed by force — have 
‘ ‘ordained’ unworthy individuals as ‘clergy- 
¥ men.’ The old legally chosen congregational 
- councils have been dissolved and new ‘loyal’ 
- councils appointed. Spies attend the services 
o censor the sermons. And numerous Chris- 
an journals have been ordered to cease pub- 
cation. 


but a victory. Behind its imprisoned leaders 
—Berggrav, Hallesby, and Hope—the Nor- 
yegian Church to- day stands stronger and 
ore united than ever before. 

“Physical strength can be broken by 
_ force. But spiritual strength never. ‘Spiritual 
neers is Age ae “ 


HE METHODIST CONFERENCE AT 
BIRMINGHAM 


‘he 200th Conference of the Methodist 
urch was held in Birmingham last week. 
ice forbids mention of the many impor- 
t subjects discussed, but our readers will 
come the following extracts from the 
dential address of the Rev. Dr. Leslie F. 
nis new tumult in the spirit of man is 
mfined to a single nation. It is becom- 
ig evident in a group of nations united to 

4a esd of its fears ae to make sure 


sequences might be for them 


“In reality this does not mean a defeat, 


re of its eiestoins. -We are no longer fighting 


for our lives; we are fighting for Life—for 


ie every man in all the world. 


“Let us turn oo a moment to a wider 


scene. 


' “We think of our cousins in the United 
States of America. It is natural that, to 
Methodists assembled in Birmingham, we 
should find recollection easy. Here, nearly 


two hundred years ago, in a little cottage in 


Handsworth, was born Francis Asbury, 
saint and pioneer, statesman and Methodist 
preacher. We remember that at the age of 
26 he set out for America. . We rejoice 
that his successors have cherished the tradi- 
tion which he established. To-day we send 
our affectionate greetings to them all. When 
Bishop Asbury landed he found there were 
1,000 Methodists, when he died there were 
220,000, and to-day the membership of the 
Methodist Church in. the United States is 
8,000,000, with 6,000,000 scholars in its Sun- 
day schools. 

“We have been tempted, for a moment, 
to particularise, but we must think of the 
people of the United States of America in a 
wider sense. It is increasingly obvious that 
the immediate future of the world depends on 
the close, informed and sympathetic collab- 
oration of the people of the United States, of 
the U.S.S.R., of China and of the British 
Commonwealth of Nations—the Great Quad- 
rilateral, as Lord Cecil has called it. We 
thank God for the leadership of President 
Roosevelt and for the friendship that exists 
between him and our own Prime Minister, 
Mr. Churchill. 

“To these two men has been committed, 
not only the task of leading their people to a 
victory which shall bring peace, but also that 
of interpreting the Christian ideal. The citi- 
zens of the United States are our own kith 
and kin. We do not need to thank them for 
their heroic endeavours. We expected it of 
them; they have not failed us. They and we 
share the same traditions. They march and 
sweat and toil side by side with us. Presently 
they will share with us in securing the peace 
for all the world. We are getting to know 
them better; we are learning to love them 
more. : 

“We give thanks to God for the steadfast- 
ness of the Russian people. We believe that 
it is the result not merely of the functioning 
of a brilliantly efficient and courageous army. 
The heroic resistance on the Eastern Front 
is the symbol of something greater; it is the 
soul of a people refusing to be destroyed. To- 
morrow, please God, we believe they will 
sweep on, not only to a freedom which shall 


give them back their soil, but to a spiritual 


— 


emancipation which shall help them to 1 
possess their souls in peace. The Christian 
religion is not dead in Russia. Presently it 


will find fuller expression in the complete 
freedom of this great people. We pray, with 
all our hearts: ‘God bless them.’ 

“In China we feel a particular interest, for 
Methodism has had much to do with the edu- 
cation of some of the principal actors in the 
drama of the past few years. That historic 
figure, Madame Chiang Kai-Shek, was the 
child of a Methodist preacher. She and 
her two sisters are giving their lives to 
strengthen and to focus the Chinese effort 
towards emancipation and self-expression. It 
is not too much to say that Christianity is 
helping to shape the new China. 

“In the British Commonwealth of Nations 
the Christian Churches are playing a major 
part in strengthening the ties that bind us 
together in one great family. The faith we 
share has made us one in these tremendous 
days. When General Smuts made his moving 
appeal to our own House of Commons, we 
were conscious of the deeper intimacies of 
the spirit. As he called us to full allegiance 
to our common Master, Jesus of Nazareth, 
our hearts were thrilled, for we were shar- 
ing the same experience, striving for the 
same ideals in Canada and Australia, in New 
Zealand and South Africa, in the old Home- 
land and in the farthest islands of the sea. 
In India, in this hour, the function of the 


- Christian Church is of supreme importance. 


It is striving to strengthen goodwill, to re- 
move the causes of mistrust and suspicion, 


and to promote those conditions which may - 


lead to a united, contented and finally inde- 
pendent India. 

“The unity achieved in time of war must 
continue in the days of peace, for God has 
given a great task to this great family. 

“And what of the Christian Church on 
the Continent of Europe? The epic story of 
its magnificent witness is gradually unfold- 


. ing. No threats, no persecution can silence it. 
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‘tolerance, but with cordiality. 
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a heroism comparable wit that” ‘of a Poly- 
carp or a Felicitas and the great host of | 
Christian martyrs. The Church is not dead! - 
The senseless rage of Gauleiters has failed © 
to kill it; the terrors of concentration camps 
have not ’silenced the voices. In Norway, that | 
land of heroes, in Denmark and Czecho- 
slovakia, in Holland and Belgium, in the 
Balkans, in France and even in Germany, 
Christian people are paying the price exacted 
for their supreme spiritual loyalties. sane 
“When hostilities end, opportunity and 
challenge will come with startling sudden- — 
ness. The Church is not unprepared, but 
every member must know how to play his 
part.” 


The Importance of Co-operation 


The Conference was notable for the fact 
that it was addressed by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury and also by the Bishop of Birm- 
ingham. The President of the Conference, 
Dr. Church, in replying to the Bishop of 
Birmingham at the closing service, held in 
Birmingham Cathedral, spoke of the impor- 
tance of co-operative work. He said he 
hoped that the work of the British Council 
of Churches might be useful in furthering 
the cause of Christian reunion all over the 
world. Members of various Christian Com- 
munions were no longer content to greet one 
another with courtesy and some measure of 
“The world 
has broken apart. We are planning to gather 
the broken‘ fragments together again. Men — 
are either destructive, constructive or acqui- 
escent. Christ is the Gatherer, the focus of 
all worthy effort. In Him there is harmony 
for the individual and for society. Through 
Him we gather and build. So, with our 
churchmanship and with our individual lives, 
with all our problems and hardships, Christ 
harmonises_ our efforts and brings each of us 
into the Divine plan on which the Kingdonr 
of God shall be Ho |e 


ba 


